Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to request that the LEA carry out a Statutory Statement of Special Educational Needs for my Son/Daughter under Section 323 of the Education Act of 1996 Chapter 54 , as is my right under section 329.

2nd paragraph: enter a description of your child's difficulties, past history, medical diagnosis and anything else relevant.

Over the past year Toffee has exhibited many behaviours which mean he has a significantly greater difficulty in his setting than the majority of children his age. He has frequent violent outbursts where he loses control. He has hit, kicked and bitten teachers and other pupils. He throws toys and furniture often at other children or teachers. The outbursts are sudden and cannot be pre-empted. Children flinch from him and adults are nervous around him in case he has a violent outburst.

A recent visit by a child psychology revealed the following traits in Toffee:

· He takes things very literally

· Does not like change

· Does not like eye contact

These traits may indicate a mild Autistic Spectrum Disorder. Toffee certainly has many behavioural traits in common with his father who experienced similar interaction difficulties and showed similar traits as child such as:

· Staring into space for extended periods of time (Toffee been spotted “blanking out” for up to 40 seconds)

· An unusually high capacity to remember people, places and names

· An strong desire to collect, order and structure objects or information such as:

· putting things in row

· sorting by colour or size

· A strong sense of justice

· An inability to cope emotionally with loss of friendship, rejection or failure

Triggers for the behaviours have been investigated. The school has made a highly admirable effort and put a huge amount of resource into try to help Toffee behave well, but this has not worked.

3rd paragraph: enter the current provisions your child receives, for example Individual Education Plan, helper, portage, outside agencies, speech therapy, physiotherapy, health and social services, one to one support and for how long etc.

 can you help with this bit lisa? I don't know all the different bodies that have been involved! I have just added what we have to do as that's all I can remember.

Because of Toffee's behaviour, and the need to avoid exclusion in the short term, it has been agreed with the school that one of the parents be present at school with him. This is affecting the working lives of both parents, our relationship with Toffee and our relationship as co-parents. We simply cannot cope.

4th paragraph: enter detailed account of why you think current provisions are not meeting your child's needs with evidence of lack of progress.

This below needs more work

Toffee appears well mannered and intelligent, but is unable to make use of educational facilities in Bristol as he disrupts classroom in a way that is very disturbing for all present and frightening for other pupils and Toffee himself.

None of the actions by the school or by us as parents have altered Toffee's behaviour in the long term, and any short term improvements have been met with severe regressions. His teacher Catherine described him as “not responding as other children would” to the measures she has put in place. There is something different about Toffee which means that he needs support to access the classroom activities.

We need to ascertain if Toffee's violent behaviour is learned  or an indicator of a known disorder. We are desperately in need of support. Please assess Toffee and provide some help.

Yours Sincerely

Lisa Cole 

Ben Green

